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Architectural Design

AWARD

Holt Hinshaw Pfan Jones
Architecture

Project: Astronants Memorial,
Rennedy Space Center, Merritt
Island, Florsda

Site: Pan of the six-acre
“Spaceport USA” visitors' center
al the space complex.

Program: The briel for the na-
tiomal, open Astronats Memio-
ral Compertition (PYA, March
1988, p. 45) called for a structure
that would be an “inspirational
tribute™ to the 14 astronauis who
have [ust their lives in space el-
forrts. The braef also simid that the
memorial should "symbolize the
astroraiits’ quest for o betue
understanding of the universe
ane their desire (o improve lile
om earth by expanding space
frontiers.”

Solution: [he competition-win-
ning design consists of nin ex-
poscdd stieel rnmework that sup-
proits a large plane of highly
polished granite slabs. Cut
through that polished surface
are the names of the 14 deceased
astronauts. The entire siructure
rotutes and lis 1o rack the sun;
the polished surface always faces
away [rom the sun 1o reflecy the
sky without glare, while small
mirrors hung off the back of the
steel framework reflect the sun-
light through the cutowt names
in the granite. Self-focusing glass
inserts diffuse the sunlight so
that it Alls the leters. When the
sun is insufficient to light the
names, artificial lighting incor-
porated into each mirror will
ensure their proper illumina-
oon. The memorial overlooks
the Kennedy Space Center, on
an artifical mound that conceals
the operating mechanism,
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Astronauts Memorial

ry Comments
Farrell: | think that this i quite
an exceptional idea: to link a
memorial o people who are
imvolved inan activity that s
relared to the way the objec
isell is made. To connect i o
space and o space wechnology is
a profound and very beaotahal
thing v do.
Ames: [t think the acsthenie is
sery appropriate for such o
memorial, Rather than just being
an object like the Washingion
Monument, it is being made o
something that has o funcrion,
thas actually works.
Smith: Also, the drawings are
absolutely exguisite
Farrell: Making the memorial a
mirree of the sky and shining

light through the astronauts’
mamies as il engraving them onto
nature are wonderful ideas.
Tschumi: The way it is done is
quite extraordinary. [t isa
saphisticater concepr thar has
ties to some of the maues porsued
by conceptual ariss of 10 or 15
years ago, with things appeaning
and disappenning. | think that
this hvas mare !i“'[lirlt ance [or the
stite af the art of archileciure
than anvthing else we have seen
here
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Architects: Helt Hinshaw Plau
Jores Architechure, San Francisoo
(Tim Conbreras, Mare Hinghan,
Paul Holt, Wes Jones, fim Park,
Peter Pfan, Dovid Ramer, freec
team; Dana Barbera, Rich Curl,
D Gadarian, Lowrdes Garcia,
el Logan, Doig Mar, Michae!
Hoderts, Barret Schumacher, fean
Young, Rober! Fue, Mawreen Gregg,
fresembation feam).

Consultants: V. 5.1 Corperation,
strecturad, mechamical, electvical;
Stotifer-Stage 66 Ascocintes, dcoil;
Lambertus Hesselink, oftical,
Renderer: Wes fones,

Client: Astronauty Memorial Foun-
devting: Alar €, Fefmen, chatrmean,






